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on ; but M. Eire' gives 110 connected account of his life, while MM. Hanotaux and Vicaire deal solely with. Balzac's two years as printer and publisher. The Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul is the one man who could give a detailed and minutely correct Life of Balzac, as he has proved by the stores of biographical knowledge contained in his works the " Roman d'Amour," " Autour de Honord de Balzac," "La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac, * Les Paysans,'" and above all, " L'Histoire des (Euvres de Balzac," which has become a classic. The English or American reader would hardly be able to appreciate these fascinating books, however, unless he were first equipped with the knowledge of Balzac which would be provided by a concise Life.
In these circumstances, helped and encouraged by Dr. Emil Reich, whose extremely interesting lectures I had attended with much enjoyment, and who very kindly gave me lists of books, and assisted me with advice, I engaged in the task of writing this book. It is not intended to add to the mass of criticism of Balzac's novels, being merely an attempt to portray the man as he was, and to sketch correctly a career which has been said to be more thrilling than a large proportion of novels.
I must apologise for occasional blank spaces, for when Balzac is with Madame Hanska, and